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Logging area doubles under new plan
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More than 2000 square kilometres of old jarrah and karri forest can be logged in WA's South
West under a new 10-year Forest Management Plan for Western Australia — double the area
previously allowed.

The move has outraged conservationists who claim the logging will be a death sentence to
threatened wildlife, including WA's mammal emblem the numbat.

Environment Minister Albert Jacob said the new plan, which will be in play from 2014 until 2023,
ensures biodiversity and water catchments are protected, while allowing for recreation and a
sustainable native forest products industry.

"The volumes available for harvesting in the new plan are similar to the existing 2004-13 plan,"
Mr Jacob said.

"Under the exiting plan, 131,000 cubic metres of jarrah and 54,000 of karri could be harvested
annually. The new plan will allow for 132,000 cubic metres of jarrah and 59,000 of karri."

"The plan is based on scientific knowledge, and the potential impact of climate change has been
taken into account," Mr Jacob said.

Meanwhile, an extra 4000 hectares has been afforded protection in Whicher National Park near
Busselton and all old-growth forest, totalling more than 334,000 hectares, will continue to be off
limits to loggers.

Conservation Council director Piers Verstegen said while the volumes of wood harvested remains
the same, the area being felled has increased.

He says carbon dating of wood chips revealed 600-year-old trees, which were critical habitat for
wildlife including endangered species, were currently being felled.

"They are logging ancient forest in a completely unsustainable way at a loss to the state, we are
subsidising it as taxpayers and it just doesn't make sense," Mr Verstegen said.

"Last year, it cost taxpayers over $20 million to destroy habitat for endangered wildlife. Instead
we could be earning millions of dollars in profit per year by protecting forests and selling carbon
credits."

"No other industry would be able to get away with destruction of critical habitat for threatened
wildlife at this scale, but the logging industry is exempt from both state and Commonwealth
Wildlife Conservation laws."



Mr Jacob said all harvested areas will be regenerated, maintaining the current area of forests in the
South West.

Meanwhile, protesters halted logging in Walpole this week when a man suspended himself in a
bathtub 8 meters above ground. The bathtub was tied to two logging machines. The move
follows another protester in the same area perching 7 metres above the forest floor on a steel pole.

* Follow WAtoday on Twitter

This story was found at: http://www.watoday.com.au/wa-news/logging-area-doubles-under-new-
plan-20131206-2ywio.html
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